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Maximilian as candidate for the Mexican throne, nor,
indeed, did he do so. The Constituent Assembly, however,
was acting under Forey's protection and with his approval.
Napoleon III at once withdrew Forey, at the same time
raising him to the rank of Marshal (August 1863). Bazaine
became Commander-in-Chief of the French army in
Mexico, now increased to the number of 34,000. He did
not belie his reputation for energy. On January 5, 1864,
he occupied Guadalajara, the second city of Mexico.
Juarez had to leave San Luis Potosi and transfer the seat
of his Government to Monterey.
On May 28, 1864, the Archduke Maximilian and his
wife, the Archduchess Charlotte, landed from the Austrian
cruiser Novara at Vera Cruz. This was one of the strangest
Odysseys in the annals of royalty, as strange as any that
later Victorian novelists were to imagine for their heroes
of Balkan principalities or African adventure. Maxi-
milian, younger brother of the Emperor Francis Joseph,
was aged thirty-one years ten months when he landed at
Vera Cruz. Like many of the Habsburg princes, he was
a man of adventurous spirit, physical energy, personal
honour, intelligence, and culture, without, however, any
originality. He had been a keen naval officer, and,
through his zeal and interest, might almost be called the
creator of the modern Austrian Navy. As Viceroy of
Lombardy-Venetia in 1857-59 he had conducted himself
with dignity and enlightenment. The Franco-Austro-
Sardinian War had cost the Austrian Empire the province
of Lombardy and control of the Central Italian duchies.
Since then Maximilian and Charlotte had been living in
the splendid palace Miramar, which he had built on a
beautiful site on the Adriatic coast, near to Trieste.
Already in 1859 his name had been mentioned in diplo-
matic circles as that of a possible choice for a Mexican
throne. The Emperor Napoleon III, who was a silent
schemer, and the Empress Eugenie, who was a Spaniard